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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to communications: RCE and Preliminary 
amendment, both filed April 27, 2004, to the original application filed April 
18,2001. 



2. Claims 1 - 12 are pending in this Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 5,815,704 issued to Shigeyoshi Shimotsuji et al 
(hereafter "Shimotsuji") in view of U.S. Patent 5,963,952 issued to Derek 
Kent William Smith (hereinafter "Smith"). 



Regarding claim 1, Shimotsuji teaches a data input form retrieving 
system comprising: 

character string extracting means for extracting a character string out of 
each of plural data input forms containing character strings ("character-line 
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extraction means for extracting line data and character data from the input image 
data", see column 1, lines 55 - 57); 

extracting conditions input means for inputting a condition of extracting 
a specific data input form out of the plural data input forms ("image input means 
for inputting image data of a new document; extraction means for extracting line 
data from the new document input image data", see column 2, line 15-17); 

and data input form extracting means for extracting the specific data 
input form by retrieving the character string extracted by the character string 
extracting means in accordance with the extracting condition inputted by the 
extracting condition input means ("image input means for inputting image data of 
a new document; character-line extraction means for extracting line data and 
character data from the input image data" see column 2, lines 2 - 5). 

Shimotsuji does not explicitly disclose wherein a text file containing the 
character strings extracted from the data input form is made up when the 
character strings have been extracted from each of the plural data input forms. 

However, Smith discloses wherein a text file containing the character 
strings extracted from the data input form is made up when the character strings 
have been extracted from each of the plural data input forms (see column 2, line 
65 through column 3, line 5 and column 6, line 1 through column 13, line 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Smith with the teaching of Shimotsuji 
wherein the set of form tags are input tags for txt fields. Data entered into the . 
primary document is extracted and entered into the secondary document as 
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initial values for the input tags. The motivation is that the data captured into the 
secondary document is stored to a local storage file for a later transmission to a 
Web server in this case data is still preserved even if there is circuit interruption. 

Regarding claims 2, 6 and 10, Smith teaches all the character strings 
contained in each of the plural data input forms are extracted (see column 6, 
lines 3 - 8). 

Regarding claims 3 f 7 and 1 1 , Smith teaches a specific character string is 
selected out of the character strings contained in the plural data input forms (see 
column 6, lines 54 - 60). 

Regarding claims 4, 8 and 12, Shimotsuji teaches a data input form 
retrieving system comprising: 

keyword adding means far adding a keyword to each of plural data input 
forms ("keyword is inputted to retrieve data desired by a user", see column 1, 
lines 35 - 36); 

extracting condition input means for inputting a condition of extracting a 
specific data input form out of the plural data input forms ("image input means for 
inputting image data of a new document; extraction means for extracting line 
data from the new document input image data", see column 2, lines 15-17); and 

data input form extracting means for extracting the specific data input form 
by retrieving the keyword added by the keyword adding means in accordance 




Application/Control Number: 09/836,386 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2172 

with the extracting condition inputted by the extracting condition input means 
("image input means for inputting image data of a new document; character-line 
extraction means for extracting line data and character data from the input image 
data" see column 2, lines 2 - 5). 

Shimotsuji does not explicitly disclose wherein a text file containing the 
keywords extracted from the data input form is made up when the keywords have 
been extracted from each of the plural data input forms. 

However, Smith discloses wherein a text file containing the keywords 
extracted from the data input form is made up when the keywords have been 
extracted from each of the plural data input forms (see column 2, line 65 through 
column 3, line 5 and column 6, line 1 through column 13, line 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Smith with the teaching of Shimotsuji 
wherein data extracted are words, keywords or sentences. Data entered into the 
primary document is extracted and entered into the secondary document as 
initial values for the input tags. The motivation is that the data captured into the 
secondary document is stored to a local storage file for a later transmission to a 
Web server in this case data is still preserved even if there is circuit interruption. 
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Regarding claims 5 and 9, Shimotsuji teaches a data input form retrieving 
method comprising: 

extracting a character string out of each of plural data input forms 
containing character strings (see column 1 , lines 55 - 57 and column 3, lines 46 
- 47; 'The character line extraction section 2 extracts line/character from the 
input image data"); 

inputting a condition of extracting a specific data input form out of the 
plural data input forms (se column 6, lines 8-20 "inputting a condition of 
extracting is the inputting a blank form"). 

extracting the specific data input form by retrieving the extracted character 
string in accordance with the inputted extracting condition (see column 8, lines 
24-29;). 

Shimotsuji does not explicitly disclose wherein a text file containing the 
character strings extracted from the data input form is made up when the 
character strings have been extracted from each of the plural data input forms. 

However, Smith discloses wherein a text file containing the character 
strings extracted from the data input form is made up when the character strings 
have been extracted from each of the plural data input forms (see column 2, line 
65 through column 3, line 5 and column 6, line 1 through column 13, line 11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Smith with the teaching of Shimotsuji 
wherein the set of form tags are input tags for txt fields. Data entered into the 
primary document is extracted and entered into the secondary document as 
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initial values for the input tags. The motivation is that the data captured into the 
secondary document is stored to a local storage file for a later transmission to a 
Web server in this case data is still preserved even if there is circuit interruption. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 
703-305-8039. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on 703-305-9790. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Fred I. Ehichioya 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2172 
May 18, 2004 




